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This manual indicates a practical approach to the topic of general or consumer
mathematics as taught in senior high school. This course is intended for those pupils
who cannot succeed in the sequential high school mathematics course. The material for
this course has been selected to provide experiences which will tend to improve the
mathematical competence of future workers and citizens. The objectives of these
materials are (1) to increase accuracy, understanding, and efficiency in computational
skills, (2) to develop new computational skils and extend the understanding of number
and computational processes, (3) to provide skill in collecting, reading, organizing, and
interpreting data, (4) to develop an attitude of social-mindedness acquired through a
study of consumer problems, (5) to provide the mathematical skil and knowledge
necessary to cope with the problems of the consumer and citizen, (6) to provide the
basic mathematics needed by pupils in their future work and study in the trades and
semi-professional occupations, (7) to stimulate an interest in learning mathematics, and
(8) to provide an opportunity to demonstrate such traits as creativity, imagination,
curiosity, and vizualization. (RP)
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